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WORLD LANGUAGE & WORLD

LANGUAGE PROBLEMS
ENGLISH BUSINESSES NEED

FOREIGN LANGUAGE SPEAKERS

The economic need to learn foreign languages
has increased markedly in England. The English
have been almost as notorious as Americans for
not knowing other languages, but the coming
economic integration of Europe, coupled with
the rising power of Japan and other Asian coun-
tries, has made a knowledge of foreign languages
critical. Unfortunately English schools are not
producing enough students with a knowledge of
foreign languages, especially languages of in-
creasing importance, such as Japanese. This is
in contrast to Australia, where Japanese is now
the first foreign language in schools. 54,000
Australians are now learning Japanese, but the
number of such students in England is only 300.

In a report titled “Foreign Language Needs of
Business” Hilary Metcalf wrote this about the
situation in England;

“The survey uncovered extensive unmet lan-
guage needs. Of the companies with foreign
business activities, all identified some unmet
language needs for the language of their most
important business contacts and 23 per cent
said that lack of a particular language created a
barrier to business.”

Businesses have been slow to respond to this
need, although John Courtis, a consultant, has
noted an increase in demand for managers with
language skills. “We have seen a 20 per cent
increase during 1990-1 in the number of jobs
where a language is preferred or essential. Un-
fortunately, fewer than 1 per cent of managers
have fluency in a significant European language
other than French.” (Life & Times, Mar. 26, 1992)

ENGLISH-ONLY SCIENTIFIC CONFER-
ENCES

Prof. Michel Guillemat of the University of
Paris conducted research on the consequences
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of having English-only scientific conferences.
Guillemat carried out the study for the Interna-
tional Association of French-speaking Conven-
tion Cities. In France English is the only lan-
guage at about 45% of scientific conferences.
Guillemat found that about half of the scientists
in a given field don’t go to English-only scientific
conferences because they do not speak English.
He also found that those do who attend confer-
ences and claim to know English can be broken
up into three groups: 25% are native speakers;
20% of the non-native speakers can speak En-
glish; 55% can only understand spoken English,
but are unable to speak it. The result is that the
majority of scientists at such a conference can
only participate passively. Only a small number
of them can ask questions of the speakers,
debate, defend their viewpoints or even follow
the lectures. (Heroldo de Esperanto, Mar. 4,
1992)

PLANTO REFORMENGLISHSPELLING

The Simplified Spelling Society has developed
Cut Spelng, another attempt to reform the cha-
otic spelling of English. Developed chiefly by
Chris Upward, an academic who teaches at the
University of Aston in Birmingham, Cut Spelng
eliminates superfluous letters and substitutes
letters closer to the actual sounds. Simplified
Spelling Society president Bob Brown said that
English has not had a consistent, coherent
spelling system for 1,000 years and has not been
reformed in 300 years.

English’s difficult spelling can mean that chil-
dren and foreigners take longer to learn to read
and write English than those who learn more
phonetic languages.

In a famous example of how illogical English
spelling can be, George Bernard Shaw said that
in English the word “fish” could be spelled
“ghoti”, using “gh” as in tough, “0” in women and
“ti” in nation.

Upward is by no means the first person to try
to reform English spelling. Many others, includ-
ing Shaw himself and linguists such as Mario
Pei, have developed plans to reform English
spelling. So far none of the programs have met



with success, although the difficulty of English
spelling is widely acknowledged. (San Francisco
Chronicle, Apr. 19, 1992)

INTERNATIONAL ESPERANTO
NEWS

ESPERANTO FOR EUROPE?

* Members of the international Radical Party
recently joined together with some Esperantists
to create the Esperanto Radical Association -
Coordination for Democratic European Cultural
Integration (ERA-KODQ). Members of ERA-KODO
oppose the use of English as the international
language in Europe and elsewhere because they
feelit threatens to destroy other languages. They
believe that only the use of a neutral language
suchas Esperantowill preserve other languages.
Special efforts are now underway in Europe by
the Radical Party to make parliamentarians in
the European Community countries aware of
the role Esperanto can play, not only in preserv-
ing other languages but also in saving millions of
dollars now spent on translators and interpret-
ers.

ERA-KODO members believe Europe is the
best place for such a campaign, because the
approaching economic integration of the conti-
nent will make an international language in-
creasingly important. The Radical Party believes
that if English becomes the de facto language of
the European community it will not only lead to
the death of other national languages, but will
also pose a grave threat to other cultures. Re-
cently more than 40,000 legislators around the
world received copies of the Radical Party’s news-
letter, The New Party, which included articles on
the need for Esperanto and the position of the
Radical Party on other issues. Members of ERA-
KODO hope the publication will show legislators
the need for Esperanto.

¢ Public support for Esperanto has also come
from other groups and individuals in Europe. At
the Episcopal European synod called by the
Pope in the Vatican on Nov. 29, Rumanian
bishop Gyodrgi Jakubinyi raised some of the
same points as ERA-KODO. “People also talk
aboutlanguage imperialism,” he said. “The great
nations want to impose their language together

with their culture and world-view. Latin would
be a good solution, but today it is no longer
utilized as it once was. What is needed, then, is
an international artificial language which does
not have an nation behind it. A suitable solution
would be Esperanto.”

» The Green Party delegate in the Italian Parlia-
ment posed a parliamentary question to the
Minister for Education about the language prob-
lem of the European Community, and asked
whether Esperanto should be examined as a
possible solution. This was the first time such a
question was asked in the Italian legislature.

e In a related story, 20 candidates for the
Italian parliament recently ran on a purely Espe-
ranto platform, the first time in history such a
campaign occurred. The candidates publicly
defended the right to communicate with the
“democratic and linguistically ecological lan-
guage Esperanto.” Although none were elected,
they did create great public interest. (Heroldo de
Esperanto, 15 May 1992, Esperanto, Dec. 1991,
Mar. 1992, The New Party, Feb. 1992)

ESPERANTOTO PROMOTE LITERACY

The World Esperanto Youth Organization
(TEJO) recently launched a pilot project in
Togoland to determine whether learning Espe-
ranto can help illiterate children learn to read
and write in their native languages more quickly.
(Studies in England have already shown that
children who studied Esperanto for two years
and then French for two years had a better
command of French than a control group of
children who learned only French for four years.)
The organization will work with the Coordinating
Committee of the International Volunteer Ser-
vice, and has also asked for financial support
from UNESCO. 50 illiterate children aged 11 to
14 will be taught Esperanto and reading and
writing in their native language. A control group
will not learn Esperanto. Organizers hope that
students will not only learn to read and write,
but will also gain self-confidence and learn more
about other cultures, especially when they begin
to correspond in class with Esperanto students
in other countries. (Esperanto, Feb. 1992)



BACK IN PRINT!

STEP BY STEP IN ESPERANTO has just been reprinted by the Esperanto League for
North America. Unavailable for several years, this classic text has been a favorite of two

generations of Esperanto stu

dents. Not only does Step by Step provide the most in-depth

treatment of Esperanto grammar available in a textbook for English-speakers, but it does so
with a wry sense of humor that makes learning fun. After finishing this book you will have a
thorough knowledge of Esperanto.

Features include:

* Hardbound; 280 pages; complete index.

* Point by point treatment of every feature of Esperanto grammar.

* Numerous reading selections and exercises to reinforce what you've just learned.

Step by Step in Esperanto
reference grammar.

is equally useful for classes or self-study. Also makes a great

Step by Step is available for only $12.95 ($12.30 for ELNA members). 10% discount for
orders of three or more copies. Order today!

STEP BY STEP IN ESPERANTO

ORDER FORM

I am a current calendar year member of
ELNA & therefore using Member's price*

SHIP TO:
ADDRESS: STEP BY STEP IN ESPERANTO
CITY: STATE: — Qty. | Unit Price | Total Price
ZIP: -

(SFHIP;Pt;N? & HANDLING: Total price of books: | $

or 4th class postage: . .
10% of price; $1.50 min, Shipping & handling: | $
in U.S. only, $7.00 max.) Sales tax (California residents only): | $
. TOTAL ENCLOSED: | $
(For UPS: 15% of price;
$2.00 min.; $9.00 max.)

* If you aren't an ELNA member, fill out the other side of this form and take advantage of

the member's discount.

Please allow sufficient delivery time.
Make all checks payable to ELNA.

MAIL TO: ELNA, P.O. Box 1129, El Cerrito CA 94530
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A bi-monthly newsletter keeping you up to
date on issues of importance to Esperan-
tists.

The ELNA Book and Tape Service catalogs
and the ELNA Membership List

Discounts on most items carried by the
ELNA Book and Tape Services

The quarterly ELNA Update with informa-
tion on the world language problem and
Esperanto as its solution

The satisfaction of contributing materially
tothe propagation of Esperantointhe U.S.A.
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Non-Member
“Friend of Esperanto”

A “Friend of Esperanto” is not a dues-pay-
ing member of ELNA and therefore not
eligible for the regular membership ben-
efits. Instead, a “Friend” offers encourage-
ment to the Esperanto movement by pro-
viding financial support. A “Friend” receives:

Four issues of the ELNA Update via first-
classmail. ELNA Update keeps you abreast
of the world language problem and Espe-
ranto as its solution.

A copy of the year’s ELNA Book Service
Catalog.

ELNA MEMBERSHIP FORM 1992 ELNA
Membership Categories
Please show the type of membership or support by an X in the appropriate [ 1Individual ....cooccenennmnnsssnsnmsrnsenes $30.00
brackets. All memberships are on a calendar year basis, January 1 - December31. | [ ]SuS@ining......covovenecsnnvscnsnnne $60.00
For ltems marked (*) we must have your birmdate. {: ] Llfﬁ (*) .................................... $6(X).OO
NOTE: Your address, telephone number, and computer network address willbe | [ ] Youth (*Under 27) ..o.cccocceeereee. $15.00
published in the yearly membership list unless you indicate otherwise here: [ JLimited INCOME wervrerrrerssnrerssns $15.00
] [ TFamily oenmisinencnnesnsesisnnnans $45.00
Do NOT publish (1 address [ phone [} network address.
Name: Other Forms of Support
' [ 1Friend of Esperanto ......cveveverene $10.00
Address: (non-member)
City/State/Zip: [ 1D0onation.......eeeeresveennnenns —
Phone: Birthdate: Return this form with payment to:
Amateur Radio Call; ELNA
Box 1129, El Cerrito, CA 94530
Computer Network Address: Telephone: (510) 653-0998




